
Stop fraudsters from victimizing YOU!  
Have a Plan… be Disaster Ready 

 

By Linda Webb, thefrauddog.com 

DISASTER READY - PART 1 

 

It’s that time of year where many people across the country prepare for hurricanes, tornadoes, 

wildfires, windstorms, floods, and/or mudslides. No matter where you live, you may experience 

an unexpected disaster. Whether you live in a no flood zone, but suddenly experience a 500-

year flood, or an earthquake that has never trembled the earth in that area before, a disaster 

can happen almost anywhere. I’ve witnessed some of the worse devastation, even when there 

were “no named storms” at the last minute for whatever reason, the storm gains strength 

causing havoc in its wake. These disasters can hit at any time, any place, and to anyone standing 

in its way. Are you prepared for such an event?   

 

Have you prepared a Disaster Ready Kit?  

 Are your family, neighbors, and friends prepared?  

 Do you know what you need in this kit to help you afterwards? 

 Do you know what you need to file a claim?  

 Do you know how to recognize the “fraudsters scam” when they knock on your door 

after a disaster? 

  

It is always important that every family has a Disaster Ready plan, and that they practice that 

plan. When a disaster hits, there is usually no time to think and natural instincts will take over. It 

is important that you don’t have to think, but know automatically what to do. Being prepared 

and practicing that Disaster Ready plan is critical and literally could mean the difference 

between life and death.   

 

After the disaster hits, no one anticipates being victimized twice.  

http://www.thefrauddog.com/


No one thinks that the “faceless fraudster” would prey upon disaster victims. In a time of need, 

there are always people there to take advantage of you. The “Fraud Dog” has helped various 

victims of fraud and is here to tell you, that no one is immune from being a victim of a crime, 

not even after a disaster. The fraudster will quickly jump into the community like a first 

responder, but definitely not with the intent to help you.  

The fraudster wants to take advantage of your vulnerability during a very stressful time. During 

this time, most people are not thinking clearly, especially when family members are in need of 

basic necessities, like food, water, shelter, clothing and medicine. The fraudster may even 

appear on the outside as someone who is caring, but instead they feel no emotion. The 

fraudster has no problem taking advantage of you during this time of need.  

Be alert, and be prepared!  

 

Remember that being proactive, not reactive, will not only help you survive but thrive after a 

disaster.   

Reporting fraud will stop the fraudster from victimizing you, and your community. No one 

needs to be victimized twice. The fraud dog knows reputable vendors who will work closely with 

insurance carriers to get you where you need to be, back on your feet, and back to normal. No 

one can victimize you, if you are alert and prepared. Follow your Disaster Ready plan.  

Remember that you and your family’s safety comes first, so be prepared. 
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Read: DISASTER READY - PART 2 - Ȱ20 Tips to avoid being a Victim of the fraudsterέ 
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